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100 Days of Summer

§ Teens Involved in Serious Injury Crash

The “100 days of summer,” the
days between the Memorial and
Labor Day holiday weekends,
claim the highest numbers of fatal
and serious injury crashes, espe-
cially when it comes to drivers
aged 16-25.

A serious injury collision on May
28 launched Washington’s 2015
“100 days of summer. “ Eight
teens in two vehicles crashed on I-
5 South, north of the Boeing Ac-
cess Road.

Four young people were injured
after the crash sent one car over
the guardrail and down a 60’ em-
bankment. After all the occupants
were extricated, two |7-year-olds
were taken to Harborview, one in
critical condition. Fortunately,
none of the teens died.

Summer is the time for family

outings, vacations, and enjoying our
beautiful NW weather. Yet every
year, for some families, a beautiful
day ends in tragic loss of life or
serious injuries that may have last-
ing consequences.

In Washington, from 2010—2014,
nearly one-third of young driver-

involved fatalities occurred during
this period.

Target Zero, Washington’s goal of
reaching O fatalities by 2030, bases
its priorities on Washington’s fatal
and serious injury crash data. For

more detailed information, see
http://www.targetzero.com/

Between 2010—2014, 736 young
Washington drivers were involved
in fatal crashes.

Among these young drivers:

IMPAIRED: 429
SPEEDING: 270

UNRESTRAINED OCCU-
PANTS: 128

DISTRACTED DRIVER IN-
VOLVED: 200

See “100 days of summer” fatality
stats on page 3.

Fatal Crash Reporting Timeliness: 2015 Quarter 1
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Mark Medalen,
Motorcycle Safety
Program Manager

TO OUR CRASH
INVESTIGATORS:

Fatal cash

investigation is a huge

task; submitting initial
reports within
Washington’s 4-day
requirement is
extraordinary.
THANK YOU FOR
ALL YOU DO!

In Washington, motorcycle
deaths are not steadily declin-
ing as are overall traffic deaths.
From 2011 through 2013,
motorcycles made up just 4%
of the registered vehicles on
our roads, but accounted for
almost 17% of all traffic fatali-
ties (225 of 1327).

“Motorcycle safety depends on
safe driving and cooperation of
everyone on the road, wheth-
er they’re on a bike or in a
car,” said Governor Jay Inslee.
“We're getting closer to our
Target Zero traffic safety goals
but have more work to do.”

In just the first four months

By Mark Medalen

(January-April) of 2015, there
have been nine motorcyclist
fatalities. Speeding, running off
the road, and riding under the
influence of alcohol and/or
drugs are the main contrib-
uting factors in motorcycle
crashes. Motorcyclists should
always ride sober and within
posted speed limits, get the
necessary training and en-
dorsement, and wear USDOT
compliant helmets and protec-
tive gear on every ride.

Several projects are under way
in Washington to reduce seri-
ous motorcycle crashes.

The NW Motorcycle Riding Season is Here: Targel Zero

A campaign called, “It’s a
Fine Line” promotes safe
riding at http://
itsafineline.com/

DOL training contractors
are distributing motorcy-
cle hangtags to dealer-
ships statewide to en-
courage riders of all skill
levels to get certified
training.

DOL produced a motor-
ist awareness video that
has gone viral. It can be
seen at https:/
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=b3T7u4ZJ1Y.

100 Days of Summer Fatalities

Impairment ~ Speed ~ No Restraints ~ Distraction

Speeding Unrestrained Distracted

Total
Fatalities
2010 165
2011 133
2012 127
2013 133
2014 126

Impaired
Driver

Involved
92 71
63 51
51 52
70 51
59 45

32 53
22 34
22 37
26 43
26 33

FA
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Marijuana Breathalyzer for Roadside Detection

The Hill Lab at the Wash-
ington State University’s
Department of Chemistry
has been a leader in the
] development of equipment
used in the detection of
drugs,
chemical warfare agents

explosives, and

for over 30 years. Since

Nick Lovrich, WSU
Regents Professor | 2011 the WSU lab has
been working to develop a
handheld “breathalyzer for

Emeritus

marijuana,” building on technology currently
in use by the military and Homeland security.

breathalyzer unit is being developed and
will be field tested in June of this year.
WSU has applied for a patent, and pro-
ceeds from the technology would bene-
fit the university.

Further steps include obtaining approval
for testing with human subjects; field test-
ing with law enforcement; training officers
in proper use. Nick Lovrich, WSU Re-
gents Professor Emeritus, presented the
project to both the forensic science and
policy experts at the UN Center in Vien-
na, where the UN Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC) is currently preparing

session on drug policy modifications
affecting the Single Convention on Drugs
(Cannabis prohibition).

“l am most grateful to Ambassador
Zvekic for . . . providing us an oppor-
tunity to share our work with the inter-
national community,” said Professor
Lovrich, long a respected traffic safety
leader in our state. Lovrich will be giving
an update on his work at the Traffic

Safety Conference in October.

Tests have proven successful. A field-ready for a 2016 UN General Assembly special

2015 Legislative Session Highlights

Bill Description Status Date
Distracted driving: Bans handheld use; hands-free allowed. Covers all types of
communication. Allows exemptions for emergency personnel. Goes on driver’'s Returned to
ESSB 29/1
SSB 5656 record. Second or subsequent fine doubled. Distracted driving questions on driv- Senate 5/29/15
er’s test.
DUl repeat offenders: Requires courts to order for repeat offenders as a condition House Rules 3rd
E2SHB 1276 of release: functioning IDL, sobriety program monitoring; compliance with above, readin 6/10/15
oran IDL order. J
2SSB 5105 Impaired driving: Makes 4th DUI.a feIPny; in.cr.eases BAC test fee by S50 for WTSC Srules 3 5/28/15
for grants to counties to combat impaired driving.
) Returned to
SSB 5066 Blood samples/forensic tests: Allows a law enforcement phlebotomy program. Senate Rules 5/29/15
ESSB 5623 Motorcycles on 'Iar'wed roads (lane splitting): Allows MC to travel 35 mph betw'een Returned to 5/29/15
lanes when traffic is 25 mph or less on state highways in left most lane on left side.  Senate Rules
. . . Returned to
SHB 1159 Teen driving safety: NEW DRIVER sticker required for 18 and under. 5/29/15
House Rules
Pedestrian safety advisory council: Requires WTSC to convene a quarterly pedes-
SSB 5957 trian safety advisory council to review and analyze pedestrian fatality and serious Effective date 7/24/15

injury data to identify points at which the system can be improved.
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Staci Hoff, Ph.D., Director 360-725-9874
shoff@wtsc.wa.gov
Dick Doane, Research Investigator 360-725-9894

ddoane@wtsc.wa.gov

WASHINGCTON

Traffic

Safety

COMMISSION

The Washington Traffic Safety Commission

The Washington Traffic Safety Commission (WTSC) is
our state’s designated highway safety office. We share a
vision with numerous other state and local public agen-
cies. That vision is to reduce traffic fatalities and serious

injuries to zero by 2030.

Gary Montgomery, GIS Analyst ~ 360-725-9877

Gmontgomery@wtsc.wa.gov Mission Statement

Terry Ponton, FARS* Analyst 360-725-9891

Washington’s Traffic Safety Commission leads
tponton@wtsc.wa.gov

Mimi Nickerson, FARS* Analyst

statewide efforts and builds partnerships to save

360-725-9892 lives and prevent injuries on our roadways for the

mnickerson@wtsc.wa.gov . .
@ & health, safety, and benefit of our communities.
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July 4 Trafhic Safety: Then & Now

If summer is one of the deadliest times

— 5:59 AM Wednesday. Wednesday:
6 PM Tuesday — 5:59 AM Thursday.
Thursday: 6 PM Wednesday — 5:59
AM Monday. Friday: 6 PM Thursday
— 5:59 AM Monday. Saturday & Sun-
day: 6 PM Friday — 5:59 AM Monday

of the year, July 4th is typically the
deadliest day of summer.

Independence Day celebrations start
out great: typically with friends, family,

food, fun, and ending with fireworks.

Tacoma Railway and Power

But celebrating, as we all know, can go

Company streetcar, ca 1907, Washington 2005—2014

over-the-top very quickly, with one al-

coholic beverage too many, resulting in courtesy UW Special Collec-

a joyful day ending in tragedy. Year | Day/wk | #Hours | Fatls
. _ . ence Day parade lost traction, jumped | 2014 Fri. 84 1
Washingtonians seem to be getting the | 4 o116 tracks and plunged 100 feet | 2013 Thu. 108 7
idea about July 4 ending safely. In2014 . .~ o L vine. Forty-three lives were | 2012 Wed. 36 1
we had only one traffic fatality over the lost, ~~~ 2011 Mon. 60 7
4™ of July weekend. In 2013, it was The July 4" weekend, measured in 2010 Sun. 60 6
seven; in 2012, one. crashes and/or fatalities, varies in length | 2009 Sat. 60 8
Washington’s worst fatal July 4 crash ~ depending on the day of the week on | 2008 Fri s >
was in 1900. An overcrowded trolley ~ Which the 4" falls. If Monday, the holi- | 2007 Wed. 36 !
carrying more than 100 passengers to  day period is from 6 PM Friday to 5:59 | 2006 Tues. 108 19
downtown Tacoma for the Independ- AM Tuesday. If on Tuesday: 6 PM Friday | 2005 Mon. 60 >




